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No-talk radio 
Most radio listeners stumbling upon station 
1 490-AM in Greenville are surprised at what 
they don't hear: Advertisements. News. 
A disc jockey. 
Al l  they hear is non-stop music, 
interrupted only for 1 0 seconds on the 
half hour for Federal Communications 
Commission-mandated station identification. 
The announcer states simply, "Quality 
and variety. We are WPCI ,  1 490-AM, 
Greenvil le." Then it's back to the music -
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
WPCI broadcasts an eclectic mix 
of tunes: blues, jazz, soul ,  beach music, 
rock, reggae, Western swing, even gospel. 
It's a musical feast of everything except 
hard rock, rap, contemporary pop and 
country - the stuff that already permeates 
AM and FM dials. 
"It's l ike nothing else," says station 
owner Randy Mathena, a 1 971 Furman 
graduate. "You don't turn on the radio 
to hear advertisements. You l isten for 
the music. This gives people what they 
want. Many people l isten to this station 
and nothing else." 
With no fanfare or promotion, WPCI, 
a tiny station tucked away on the fringe 
of the AM dial, is developing a growing 
base of faithful l isteners. A recent survey 
rated it the 1 6th most popular station (out 
of 32) in the Greenville-Spartanburg area. 
For Mathena, a Greenvi l le business­
man, the station indulges his two passions: 
music and radio. " I 've always loved music," 
he says. " I  guess I'm a musician at heart. 
Music gives me thrills like nothing else." 
Mathena grew up in Logan, W.Va. ,  
a mining town where his father owned 
a small business. After his father died 
in 1 960 the family moved to Greenvi l le. 
His mother later married J im Ryerson, the 
longtime general manager of radio station 
WMUU, owned by Bob Jones University. 
Mathena spent hours at the station 
after school and on weekends, listening 
to music (mostly classical and religious) 
and asking questions. He quickly became 
fascinated with the mechanics of broad­
casting; as an eighth-grader, he even 
constructed his own miniature radio trans­
mitter. Its range was only a few hundred 
feet, but that didn't stop the young man, 
a natural salesman, from convincing a few 
neighbors and the dry-cleaning business 
across the street to tune in .  
At Furman, Mathena helped manage 
Randy Mathena 's station plays all music, all the time 
MetroBEAT magazine has called WPCI-AM, Randy Mathena's radio station, Greenville's 
"maverick on the AM dial. " But before Mathena bought the station, it was known 
as WMRB. Here he holds a collage of photos from the station's early days. 
the student radio station and even strung 
cable at his off-campus apartment complex 
to allow neighbors to tap into the records 
he played. After he graduated, though, 
his hobby took a backseat to his business 
interests. 
In 1 981 he founded Paper Cutters Inc., 
a company that manufactures paperboard 
products used in packaging. But while 
building his business, which today has 
annual sales in excess of $1 0 mil l ion, 
Mathena kept thinking about buying 
a radio station .  
"It haunted me," he says. "So one day 
I picked up the phone and just started calling 
radio stations to see if any of them were for 
sale. I really just wanted to prove to myself 
that it couldn't be done." 
As luck would have it, Mathena 
happened upon WMRB, a small station 
that programmed big band music but was 
in a state of disarray and had been off 
the air for a year. The owners were eager 
to sell . 
Mathena bought the station at a bargain 
in 1 987. Using the in itials of his business, 
he changed the call letters to WPC I .  For 
its first 1 0  years WPCI broadcast business 
news from a satellite feed, because although 
Mathena wanted to broadcast music, he 
didn't want to invest the resources needed 
to h i re a production crew and on-air 
personalities. Besides, WPCI's signal 
barely reaches beyond Greenvil le County. 
But five years ago technology caught 
up to Mathena's dreams when he purchased 
an automated-programming computer 
system that randomly selects songs from 
a database. The database currently includes 
more than 1 0,000 songs handpicked 
by Mathena, who adds tunes to the play­
list every week. 
" I  get COs from everywhere. If I hear 
something I l ike, I add the cut," he says. 
"If you hear a song on the station now, 
you should not hear it again for 30 days." 
WPCI recently moved from downtown 
Greenville to the Paper Cutters plant 
on White Horse Road near the Furman 
campus. It now has a more robust digital 
signal and is available on the Internet at 
www.papercuttersinc.com. (Just click on 
the horn symbol . )  
Now that the station is based at Paper 
Cutters, Mathena plans to devote more time 
to his hobby. "My goal is to set it up so 
that you' l l  hear a song played maybe 
once a year." 
But other than changing locations and 
adding more music, no changes are in store 
for WPCI. As Mathena says, "Why would 
you mess with a good thing?" 
- John Roberts 
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